
 

 

Frequent Visitors 

 If you are fortunate enough to spend as much time as I do at 

the Golf Club and playing out on our fabulous links it should 

not have escaped your attention that we are blessed to have 

a wide range of visitors join us at Tain Golf Club throughout 

the year.  

Some arrive and spend a season with us. Others visit and are 

gone again all too soon. 

I marvel at the distance some of them travel to spend a little 

time with us. Flocks of them travel all the way from the South 

Saharan Desert. Others travel North alone, to join us from 

Senegal and the West Coast of Africa.  

They don’t contribute to the local economy but add greatly 

to the variety of wildlife that can be found in our very own 

little part of the world.  

You’ve probably guessed by now that I am not referring to 

the many golfers that come and visit us from far and wide.  

I am in fact talking about some of the birds that make their 

way here at great risk to their own existence by virtue of the 

distance and route they travel. 

Next time you play the 16th hole (Kelag), look straight ahead 

as you cross the footbridge from the tees to the green and 

you will see the holes in the sandbank that the Sand Martins 

have created. They return to us every year from the South 

Saharan Desert. A journey of over 4000 miles. 



As the light starts to fade in the evening you can often 

witness them feeding on flying insects over the river 

Taking a similar route across Europe from the West Coast of 

Africa but traveling alone, we are especially blessed to 

witness returning Osprey. They can often be seen “fishing” 

over the Dornoch Firth Estuary and on occasion scouring the 

River that runs along the edge of the Home hole (18th) in 

search of food for themselves or their young. 

Although only briefly, these two species of birds add richly to 

the variety of other birds and animals that call Tain home and 

can be seen or heard as we walk the Links. 

Whilst waxing lyrical about the birds that visit us, it would be 

extremely remiss of me not to mention some of the other 

visitors that we attract.  

Some groups visit us just once, as they make their way 

around the coast of Scotland ticking off many of the fine 

Links that the Country has to offer.  We hope that the 

experience they have had at Tain and the feeling of being 

made to feel at home whilst with us will one day make them 

consider returning. 

Others come to us in smaller groups, ones and twos, but they 

stay longer – some of them up to a month at a time and 

return year on year. They travel from far and wide; 

Scandinavia, Canada, the USA and Australia. I would like to 

think that far from considering this as a visit; it can be 

thought of as a second home. 



Some visit us for shorter periods (weekends) but come in 

larger numbers. They also return year on year to take on the 

challenge that Old Tom created for them and sample the 

delights laid on in the Clubhouse.  

The largest group to visit us all make their way here from the 

four points of the compass and usually descend on Tain and 

the wider locality at one particular time of year. Although 

they do on occasion send forward scouting parties just to 

ensure that all is right for their return in August.  

Whilst the range of bird song and accents we hear 

throughout the year is constantly changing you can be sure 

that in August the one call you will hear more than any other 

is “make mine a large one”. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone that come to visit us 

at Tain Golf Club await your return. 

Come as a visitor, get treated like a guest and leave as a 

friend. 

See you on the course – I hope! 

Hear for a good time, not a long time 

1 down – 3 to go! 

 

 


